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October 17, 2023 

 

The Honorable Mike Simpson 

U.S. House of Representatives 

Washington, DC 20510  

 

Re: ACE Act in Fiscal Year 2024 Appropriations 

Dear Representative Simpson: 

As the House charts a path forward to finalize appropriations for fiscal year 2024, we write to 
highlight the critical importance of the America’s Conservation Enhancement (ACE) Act for Idaho 
producers and landowners on the front lines of wildlife management, especially reintroduced large 
carnivores.  

Among other provisions, the ACE Act provides grants to states to a) supplement existing livestock 
depredation compensation programs and b) support non-lethal conflict reduction work. If fully 
funded, the ACE Act would invest $15M in these essential activities as demand for wildlife conflict 
support continues to grow. 

These two policies have always enjoyed bipartisan support, reflecting broad recognition that land 
stewards are essential to maintaining healthy, connected landscapes for people and wildlife. 
Unfortunately, in contrast to other Western states, Idaho does not provide state-level resources for 
conflict reduction. Support through the ACE Act therefore is particularly important for producers and 
landowners in Idaho. 

We appreciate your consideration. Please reach out to Lane Justus (ljustus@westernlandowners.org) 
with any questions and know that our community of advocates greatly appreciates all that you are 
doing for agriculture and conservation. 

 

All the best, 

Tom Page 

Western Landowners 
Alliance Board Policy Chair 
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Wayne Baker 
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Clayton, Idaho 
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Brian Bean 

Lava Lake Lamb and 
Livestock 

Hailey, Idaho 

 

Merrill Beyeler 

Beyeler Ranches 

Leadore, Idaho 

 

Ross Blattner 

Blattner Suffolks  

Kuna, Idaho 

 

Kim & Ira Brackett  

Brackett Ranches 

Three Creek, Idaho 

 

Lowell & Mary Cerise 

Cerise Ranch 

Salmon, Idaho 

 

Jim Chamberlain 

Chamberlain Ranch 

Challis, Idaho 

 

Preston Cutler 

Cutler Ranches 

Challis, Idaho 

 

 

Phil Davis 

Davis Cattle Company 

Cascade, Idaho 

 

Jim Hagenbarth 

Hagenbarth Management 

Dubois, Idaho 

 

Darcy Helmick 

Helmick Ranch LLC 

Mayfield, Idaho 

 

Dillan Henslee 

Salmon Falls Land and 
Livestock 

Hagerman, Idaho 

 

Dawn & RJ Holmes 

Holmes Ranch 

Indian Valley, Idaho 

 

Ryan Hughes 

Hughes Ranch 

Ellis, Idaho 

 

Wilder Jones 

Kings Crown Organic Farm 

Wild Spaces Farm 

Glenns Ferry, Idaho 

 

Riley Kowitz 

Kowitz Sheep 

Declo, Idaho 

 

Elise Lufkin 

Lost Draw Ranch 

Hailey, Idaho 

 

Jim Martiny 

Martiny Ranch 

May, Idaho 

 

Seth McFarland 

McFarland Ranch 

Carmen, Idaho 

 

Tori O’Neal 

Falls Creek Ranch 

May, Idaho 

 

Robert Oxarango 

V Dot Cattle Company  

Emmett, Idaho 

 

Rebecca Patton & Tom 
Goodrich 

Little Wood Ranch 

Little Wood Headwaters 
Ranch 

Carey, Idaho 
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John & Cory Peavey 

Flat Top Sheep Company 

Carey, Idaho 

 

David Philips 

Philips Ranch 

Challis, Idaho 

 

Kaden Piva 

Piva Pack LLC 

Challis, Idaho 

 

Mark & Wendy Pratt 

Pratt Livestock 

Blackfoot, Idaho 

 

Scott Rigby 

Double C Ranch 

Island Park and Rexburg, 
Idaho 

 

Richard Savage 

Savage Cattle 

Hamer, Idaho 

 

Lawrence Schoen  

Napuisunaih Ranch 

Bellevue, Idaho 

 

Royce Schwenkfelder 

SS Cattle Company 

Cambridge, Idaho 

 

J.C. Siddoway 

Siddoway Sheep Company 

St. Anthony, Idaho 

 

Jay & Chyenne Smith 

J Lazy S Angus Ranch 

Carmen, Idaho 

 


